
 

Founded By Robert Buehler and Richard Valentin in 1931 for  Carl Buehler 

 

Alumni Chatter 
 

Neighborhood Boys & Girls  Club  

October  2016 

  

85th ANNIVERSARY BANQUET 

AND HALL OF FAME INDUCTION 

SATURDAY OCTOBER 22, 2016 
 

NBGC is digging out the archives to find new photos and films for the 85th 
Anniversary Banquet. If you have not sent us your reservation yet, please 
contact us today!  
 
The event will be held at the White Eagle Banquet Hall at 6839 N.         
Milwaukee in Niles. Doors open at 6:00 PM, dinner will be at 7:00 PM   
followed by the Hall of Fame induction at 8:30 PM. Tickets will be $60. 
There will be a family style dinner, cash bar, raffles and silent auctions 
available throughout the evening.  
 
We will also have an area to check out the Cubs game that night. Being  
northsiders, NBGC carries the hope of a Cubs Team going all the way this 
year! 
 
Please contact Candice Werstein at Candice@nbgc.org or by phone       
773-463-4161x110 to make your reservations. 

2016 Hall of Fame Inductees:   
Bill Abplanalp 

Betty Bauer-Crescenzi 
Tony and Bea Coppola 

Julie Dakers 
Pete and Dorothy Krier 

Jim McNulty 
James Morici 

Joe Walsh 

WELCOME TO A NEW PROGRAM YEAR! 

The Fall at NBGC is always an exciting time. Members who were not with us in the summer return to 

the Clubhouse for Fall sports and afterschool programs. The Clubhouse has a different vibe than the 

590 hours of summer camp. We have finally returned back to normal! Time is reset and it is Groundhog 

Day all over again. For me, this is my 38th Fall Season and just as exciting as the first. The NBGC has 

raised 4 generations of youth without changing the mission of a Club run by the kids for the kids.  

The best part of the day is when our Alumni pop in for a visit. This month they are dropping by to     

deliver their Lucky Date Raffle Tickets and reservations for the 85th Anniversary.  

 

Need Raffle Tickets? Call us!  

Pictured from left to right: 

Bonnie Werstein & Dick Schroeder 

Candice Werstein & Mary Sue Fahey 

Ray Sugrue & beautiful granddaughter 

 

Bonnie Werstein 

Director or Operations 
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January 

John Victorine - Alum 70’s 

Steven Chovanec - Alum 00’s 

Don Wilhelm - Alum 30-40’s & NBGC Hall of Fame 

March 

James Pease - Alum 30’s 

Jim Caudell - Alum 50’s 

May 

George Calhoun - Alum 40’s  

Beverly Miceli - Alum Parent 

John Gschwind Sr. - Alum Parent 

Larry Soderblom - Alum 70’s  

June 

Rev. George Rice - Community Leader 

Ray Prendergast - Volunteer & Friend  

September 

Anna Marie Aguilera– Alum 00’s 

 

Memorial Notices can be sent to Bonnie@nbgc.org  

In MEMORY of those 
we recently lost 

New Website!  
After years of false starts, the NBGC finally started building a new website last Spring. The project started with an     
intern, Collin Krueger, a Senior at St. Benedict College Prep, participating in the Protégé Program that places students 
in real work experiences in the field they are interested in studying in college. Sergio Arroyo, NBGC’s Discovery 
League Director, was Collin’s direct supervisor and together they began the framework for the website. Once Collin’s 
internship was complete, Sergio continued to work on the website on his own. During the summer, a young woman 
came to the Clubhouse looking to volunteer. Tatiana      
Bozovic just happened to have the knowledge and           
resources to help Sergio take the Website live. Like         
everything that we do at NBGC, it involves the young    
people taking charge and making it happen! It is still a work 
in   progress and Sergio is always looking for ways to make 
it better. Suggestions are great but action is better! So if 
you have an idea on how to make it better and you can 
actually help make that happen, contact Sergio@nbgc.org. 
 
Thank you Sergio, Collin and Tatiana for the new Website!  
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1949 Dads Club Picnic 

1949 Christmas Caroling 
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All Proceeds Benefit The Programs at 
The Neighborhood Boys & Girls Club 

 

Sponsored By: 

33rd Annual Bears Bash  

Sunday November 13, 2016 

BEARS vs Buccaneers 

The Piggery: 1625 W. Irving Park Rd 

Doors Open at 11:00am 

Kickoff: 12:00pm 
 

Tickets $50.00 in advance 

(No tickets will be sold at the door) 
 

For Tickets Call 773-463-4161x110 or Email Candice@nbgc.org 
Cash, Check, Visa, Mastercard, AMEX or Discover 

Must be 21+ 
 

Serving: Pulled Pork Sliders, Pizza, Pork Pot Roast 
Mashed Potatoes and Vegetables, Pasta & Salad 

Half Time– Dessert      Beer & Soft Drinks 

Neighborhood Boys & Girls Club Calendar 
Oct. 1st-31st Basketball Registration 

Oct. 8th   3rd Annual Step Together Community Walk  

Oct. 8th  Fall Athletics Picture Day 

Oct. 10th CPS Day Off—NBGC Afterschool Open 8am-6pm  

Oct. 19th NBGC 85th Birthday! Start of the 86th Year! 

Oct. 22nd NBGC 85th Anniversary Banquet and Hall of Fame 

Oct. 23rd  Revere Park Advisory Council Fall Clean Up 

Oct. 28th Pumpkin Decorating Contest 

Nov. 4th  CPS Day Off—NBGC Afterschool Open 8am-6pm  

Nov. 9th  CPS Day Off—NBGC Afterschool Open 8am-6pm  

Nov. 11th CPS Day Off—NBGC Afterschool Open 8am-6pm  

Nov. 13th NBGC Bears Bash at The Piggery 

Nov. 16th Board of Directors Meeting 7pm 

Nov. 23rd NBGC Programs Closed for Thanksgiving Prep 

Nov. 23rd 86th Annual Pep Rally 

Nov. 24th 86th Annual Thanksgiving Day Classics 

Nov. 25th-27th NBGC Programs Closed for Thanksgiving Weekend 

Dec. 21st Board of Directors Meeting 7pm 

Dec. 23rd-26th NBGC Programs Closed for Holiday Weekend  

Dec. 27th-Jan. 6thWinter Break Camp Open 8am-6pm (W & F Trips) 

Jan. 2nd  NBGC Programs Closed for Holiday   

Jan. 2nd-Feb 3rd Floor Hockey, Volleyball & Cubbies Registration 

JOIN US ON 

THANKSGIVING 
GAMES KICK OFF AT 8:30 AM 

 

DONUTS 

HOT CHOCOLATE 

COFFEE 

FRIENDSHIP 

CLUB MEMORIES 
 

WANT TO OFFICIATE?                                      

CALL TIM JENSEN (773)463-4161X111 OR 

EMAIL TJENSEN@NBGC.ORG 
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FOUNDERS CLUB 

After School Matters 

Chicago Department of  

Family and Support Services 

Hoellen Family Foundation 

Jim Kartheiser & 

Kathy Kennedy-Kartheiser 

MB Financial Bank 

Sulzer Family Foundation 

  

LEAGUE 

Lina Abraham 

Anonymous 

Maryann Brandon 

Cubs Charities Diamond Project 

Philip Garoon and Family 

Barbara Uber 

(in memory of Louis K. Walter) 
 

TEAM 

Albany Bank & Trust Company 

Anonymous 

(thru IBM Employee Services Center) 

Charlotte Caudell 

(in memory of Dr. Jim Caudell) 

Greg & Martha Firestone 

Lakeview H.S. Class of 1965/1966 

Lake View Realty, Inc. - 

(Betty Bauer-Crescenzi &  

Frank Crescenzi) 

Thomas O’Brien 

Jack Pittges 

Joe & Jeri Prybell 

George Richter 

Frederick “Bill” Sanzenbacher 

Fred Stoesser 

  

CENTURY CLUB 

3800 Block of Oakley 

Thomas Adams 

George & Romayne Amend 

Anonymous 

Mel Bandanza 

Ronald Bare 

Edward Bass 

Todd & Jenna Beeson 

Nancy Behrendt 

Ronald Bergman 

Jeanette & Robert Bernstein 

Richard Boywid 

Chicago Area Combined - 

Federal Campaign 

Chicago Brauhaus 

Philip & Kathleen Cline 

Kevin Coleman 

Common Pantry Appeal 

Mark & Joni Croll 

Dennis Crow 

Culver Charitable Fund 

Michael Cumberland 

Vincent DeCarlo 

(in honor of Brianna & Aiden Thomas) 

 

CENTURY CLUB (continued) 

Thomas Doloughty 

Thomas & Lynn Fair 

Joseph & Patti Farago 

Dr. William B. Fischer 

Dr. Thomas L. Fisher 

Al & Mary Gamauf 

Michael Gantert 

Russell Gebhardt 

Charles Germann 

Joann Geschrey 

(in memory of Dick Geschrey) 

Bob Glezen 

Gloria Goerner 

Mary Lou Grubb 

Mike & Josie Gschwind 

(in memory of Joseph Lobono Sr. &         

Thomas Kane Sr.) 

Joe & Mary Guidara 

(in memory of Michael Guidara) 

John Horvath 

William Hottinger 

Bob & Diana Hubberts 

Ervin & Lillian Huber 

Dick Julian 

Robert Kartheiser 

Lawrence Kelly 

Richard Kinzig 

Michael L. Klein 

Edward Kozak 

Michael & Donna Krey 

Ira Kudish 

Andrew Lawrence Family 

Jack Leske 

Arnold Litteken Jr. 

Frank & Brigitte Lovitz 

Michael Lucarelli 

Richard Martin 

Samuel N. Matsumoto 

Peter & Loreen Maxfield 

Don May 

Robert Mergens 

Joe Miceli 

Ralph Miller 

Matt & Angela Mulderink 

Raymond Murray 

James & Carol Nykol 

Gloria & Gerald Ottesen 

Robert (Buzz) Peskac 

Queen of Angels 2nd Grade 

(Class of 2015-16) 

Tony Reibel 

Tom & Deniece Richards 

John R. Rix 

Ray Ruth 

Ron Ruth 

Randy & Darlene Ruther 

Robert Schaeffer 

John W. Schmitz 

William & Barbara Schneider 

Glorine Shobutte 

(in memory of Bruce Shobutte) 

CENTURY CLUB (continued) 

Ronald Shogren 

Richard Sierra 

Ray Stamer 

Frank Stegbauer 

Steve Stone 

Greg Storc 

James Sugrue 

Donald Swanson 

Jerome & Ellen Sychowski 

Robert Thommes 

John Timm & Jennifer Dohm 

Treasury Mgmt. Assoc. of Chgo 

Tim & Liz Uligian 

Tom & Joan VanDenBosch 

Virginia Veith 

(in memory of Herb Veith) 

Fred Vertucci 

(in memory of Jim Vertucci) 

Thomas Vertucci 

Thomas Washburn 

Bonnie & Richard Werstein 

Peter Wieczorek 

Chuck Wight 

Craig Wight 

Steve Wright 

  

ANNIVERSARY 

William Berndt  

Forrest Brandon 

(in memory of Richard C. Brandon) 

Harry & Lorraine Gunther 

Frank Hashimoto 

Chester & Joan Kamys 

Pearl Kelly 

David Schray 

George Villwock 
 

CONTRIBUTOR 

Diana Altherr 

Marjorie Baltazar 

Frank & Maria Bappert 

John Patrick Barrett 

(in memory of John C. Barrett) 

Bill Benson 

India Alexis Ehioba 

Jim Flemming 

Willie Fuchs 

Jessica Gosselink 

Ken Hennig 

Bob & Diana Hubberts 

(in memory of Ruth Cady) 

Charles P. Jepson 

(in memory of John C. Barrett) 

Sven O. Johnson 

Frank Katzbeck 

William & Dorothy Kijek 

Lowell Kohlrust 

Wayne Kohlrust 

Joseph Lasch 

Jeffrey Lobono 

Tim & Una McGuire 

 

2016 Contributors to the Annual Fund as of September 20, 2016 
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CONTRIBUTOR (continued) 

Tiffany & Jay Marzuki 

Alex & Pat Mihalec 

Todd Morgan & Pauline Fijalkiewicz 

Raymond Murray 

Renee Neiberg 

Mara & John O’Brien 

Thomas & Geraldine Orchard 

Scott Pavlik 

Boris & Selena Pestine 

Beth Radovanovich 

(in memory of Tom Radovanovich) 

Bob Richards 

Ronald Ruano 

Kyle Sayad 

Diane & Joseph Schmit 

(in memory of Edward Donahue) 

Ray & Natalie Sheedy 

June Thompson 

Julia & Ben VanVliet 

Arnold Wieczorek 

Frank Wojtkiewicz 

Bruce Yahiro 
 

CORPORATE MATCHING GIFTS 

Allstate Giving Campaign 

American Express Foundation 

Chicagoland Italian American-  

Charitable Organization 

Exelon 

ITW Foundation 
 

MEMORIALS 

George Calhoun 

Kathie & Randall Behm  

Sandra Calhoun 

Fred & Gail Hart Family 

Victor Setina 
 

Ingeborg Lawrence 

Paul Hansen 

Alice Peterson 

Iris Trocio-Osberg 
 

James Pease 

Theresa & John Boncyk 

Robert Ehlers 
 

John Gschwind Sr. 

Bodine Electric Company 
 

Ray Prendergast 

Ancient Order of Hibernians Div 32 

Adele Prendergast 

 

THANK YOU 

FOR YOUR SUPPORT 

Slide labeled by Dick Valentin 
The following pages include copies of the digitized 

This list is all Donors to the 

Annual Fund as of 9/20/16.                   

If any changes need to be 

made please contact                             

Bill Abplanalp 
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Oh the PLACES we will GO… the adventures of RCB 

The new NBGC van (RCB, named after Rich C. Brandon) visited lots of fun places with the NBGC Leaders this summer. We started 
the trips off with a trip to Devils Lake in July. In August we went to the Boundary Waters and Porcupine Mountains and then     
finished at the Kettle Moraine State Park. RCB will be taking a trip to the University of Illinois at Urbana on October 10th next. 
NBGC Alum, Chris Brundidge, Admissions Counselor, is planning a special tour for NBGC when we visit him at the University of 
Wisconsin at Stevens Point later in the school year.  

On Tuesday, August 9, 2016, we got into the NBGC van and headed off to Ely, 
Minnesota. The long 10 hour car ride was filled with naps, singing and lots and 
lots of snacks. After arriving at Wilderness Winds our base camp, we got our 
equipment ready and spent the night there. The next morning we got everything 
loaded up and headed out into the Boundary Waters. For the next five nights we 
camped out, canoed, and portaged in the wild and the beauty of nature. Each day 
we rotated the jobs of navigator, water master, cook, fire master and bear       
bagger. The navigator’s job was to direct the group through the portages and 
what campsite we were going to be staying at. The water master’s job was to 
make sure the group was hydrated and add iodine to our water. The cook         
prepared the meals, the fire master provided a cozy spot to sit and discuss the 
day protected from mosquitoes, and finally the bear bagger hung all our food in a 
tree away from critters. The youth enjoy saying that we crossed the Canadian border “illegally”: it only took three 100 rod         
portages to get into Canada, have lunch and swim before taking the same three 100 rod portages to escape. During this trip we 
learned so many different leadership qualities and characteristics. We each went in with a goal and everyday we talked about 
those goals. Throughout the trip we would have daily meetings and we had to talk about what each youth did well and how can 
we all improve. Throughout this 6 day trip, we learned many things but what stood out most was” Leadership is a choice not a 
position”.  

 

This past August, NBGC went on a backpacking trip to the Porcupine          
Mountains in the Upper Peninsula of Michigan. This was a great experience 
and it was filled with many laughs, tears, and great stories that will stay with us 
forever. On out first night we had a great time setting up our tents and         
everyone was excited once we started to pack our hiking bags. The first day we 
were hiking through the woods and ended up at a campground right off of 
Lake Superior. The view from the rocky beach was amazing, especially at      
sunset. The trip was very challenging because it was raining most of the time 
making our packs heavier and the hike very slippery. A favorite part of the trip 
was the waterfall, despite being in the rain and soaking wet gear, we all played 
in the water together. It was a great team-bonding experience. One thing we 
all took away from this trip is that you can turn any situation from bad to good, 
just by having a positive attitude and staying open minded.  

Another group of NBGC Leaders hit the road for a camping/mountain biking expedition in the middle of September at Kettle     
Moraine State Park in Wisconsin. The group hit the road on a Saturday morning to pick up all of their gear on their way to          
Wisconsin. After a 3 hour ride, a nice and shady picnic table was perfect to set 
up for lunch before a few team building activities prior to jumping on the    
biking trails. The first run through the brown trail, an intermediate trail about 
1.5 miles long, was challenging and led to quite a few wipe outs amidst the 
tree covered trail. Everyone stuck it out and finished the trail with minor 
scrapes and bruises, and decided to give it another go finishing the 2nd time 
around at a very fast pace with no injuries. The night consisted of setting up 
camp at a nearby campsite and eating s'mores around the campfire after   
dinner. Everyone was up bright and early on day 2 to cook breakfast, pack up 
the tents, and head for the trails one last time. This time, a more challenging 
trail with steeper, rockier hills was attempted to finish off the outing and was 
successfully completed as the group had a blast enjoying the breeze coming 
down the hills, despite how hard it was to get up them in the first place.   
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1959 Tobogganing Trip 

1960 Cheerleaders 

1950-1960 Thanksgiving Day 

The NBC 
Store 

1959 Ice Skating 
at Revere 

1955 

Roger 
Hornsby 
Baseball 
School 
1955 

Don Wilhelm starting the 
Dashes at Lane Stadium 

Jr. Olympics 
1955 

Leader Christmas Party 1969 

1953 
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OPPORTUNITIES TO GIVE  

One of the key sources of funding for our many programs and services is 

the generous support of our alumni, families, neighbors and friends.  

Your support is vital to the Club.  Join our growing list of supporters.  

Just return this form with your donation.  You can also make a 

contribution on the website at www.nbgc.org, using the “Donate” button. 

Contribution Levels 

ANNIVERSARY    $85.00 

CORPORATE CENTURY CLUB  $100.00 + 

TEAM SPONSOR   $500.00 + 

LEAGUE SPONSOR   $1000.00 + 

FOUNDER’S CLUB   $5000.00 + 

OTHER                 $_________ 

MasterCard 

Visa 

Method of Payment 

Check 

IN MEMORY OF_____________________________ 

                $_________ 

Name 

_______________________________________________ 

Address 

______________________________________________ 

City __________________ State _____ Zip ____________ 

Phone ____________________________ Email 

___________________________________ 

I played at the Club in the ____________’s on the 

_______________________________________________ 

I have applied for a matching gift from 

________________________________ 

I have applied for my tax-deductible 

donation to NBGC through payroll 

deductions 

________________________________ 

I have remembered NBGC in my will 

________________________________ 

I have or would be interested in including 

the NBGC in my Estate Plan 

________________________________ 

Credit Card #____________________ 

Exp. Date ______________________ 

Signature _______________________ 

NEIGHBORHOOD BOYS & GIRLS CLUB 

2501 W. Irving Park Road 

Chicago, Illinois   60618 

American Express 

Discover 


